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of this "pacific, philosophical, and excellent religion"
there also, and commemorates the names of sundry of its
bishops and clergy. Nay, the historic Prester John (for
he was an historical figure strange to say) was of this Church.
A dynasty of Tartar princes of the eleventh century were
Christians; and the name of their founder, Ung Khan,
readily became Yukhanan, which is John, in Syriac-speaking
mouths. Whether he ever was, as a matter of fact, an
ordained presbyter is more questionable.
Massacre (particularly the tremendous massacres of
Tamerlane about the year 1400), oppression, and the
proselytism of better protected and educated bodies, have
reduced this Church now to a few wild tribes of mountaineers
living in a most inaccessible country; and to a fringe of
rayat villages, many of whom are little better than serfs
to the Kurds near whom they live. Yet the Church still
exists, guarding its independence and its ancient rites, and
boasting with legitimate pride that it, alone of all peoples,
still uses in daily life the language that our Lord spoke on
earth. Whether the dialects of vernacular Syriac that are
here in use would have been intelligible in Palestine in the
first century of this era, may be doubted; but the state-
ment is so far true, that the language is unquestionably
a variant of the Aramaic referred to.
As this Church is a survival of so much that is ancient
and that has passed away from other lands, it is appropriate
that here alone in all the world, the " temporal power of
the Church" should still survive. It is little more than
a shadow now, but not a dead thing yet. Mar Shimun
holds the village of Qudshanis, and the lands that belong
to it, by grant from the Sultan; and until lately every
inhabitant of the place was in the happy condition of paying
neither rent, rates, nor taxes to anyone. Unfortunately
the grant was a merely verbal one, made in the days when
you did not ask your king to sign papers from fear that he
would " play the Jew " and go back from his given word,
and when the evidence of the " grey-beards " of a place
was enough to prove a fact. Now there is a new rule in
the land, the rule of forms and pens and ink and paper;